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By Melinda Nelson  Photos by Bradford Rogne
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A!"#$%&'()*+,-.!/#*+,'0+%1**,2'&01%,*)&31%,4)51,
6#6!/'*!'6'**12!'&!)67%1**)81!9#2:!#5 !4#%;!9:!
!"#$%&!'()&*$+,"-&$!)),.,"/$,"$0*1*$,"$2334$5)6%$7&)$
&'+)81!<)&&1*#+'=!+/1!71+)+1!9%$&1++1!/'*!910#61!
#&1!#5 !>61%)0'?*!5'8#%)+1!1&+1%+')&61&+!71%*#&'()+)1*@!
A1!0'$3/+!$7!4)+/!B'%%)*!)&!'!%'%1!6#61&+!91+411&!
,"8&).,&9,"/$-&:&;),8,&'<$/&88,"/$=88&>$56)$6"&$65 $7&)$
%!"#$/:!%6)6('$)&>$-!)?&8$6(8=8'$!">$>),.,"/$76%&$
+#!2#!4/'+!*/1!(#81*!91*+C%1('D!4)+/!/1%!/$*9'&2!
<)0/'1(!'&2!+/1)%!2'$3/+1%!E#**1(:&@

SCM!!The requisite Minnesota question—where 
did you grow up?!!SH!!F!3%14!$7!)&!B#7;)&*!'&2!F!
41&+!+#!>()01!G6)+/!H(161&+'%:!G0/##(=!I#%+/!E$&)#%!
B)3/!G0/##(!'&2!B#7;)&*!B)3/@!<:!4/#(1!5'6)(:!*+)((!
()81*!)&!+/1!41*+1%&!*$9$%9*!#5 !<)&&1'7#()*=!)&0($2)&3!
6:!6#6!'&2!*+172'2=!6:!*)*+1%!'&2!9%#+/1%J)&J('4!
'&2!+/1)%!+4#!;)2*=!'&2!6#*+!#5 !6:!1D+1&212!5'6)(:@

SCM!!Tell me about your childhood.
SH!!F!3%14!$7!)&!'!81%:!0%1'+)81=!81%:!+/1'+%)0'(!
/#$*1/#(2@!<:!6#6!4'*!)&!'!2'&01!0#67'&:!4/1&!F!
4'*!:#$&3=!'&2!6:!2'2=!K)0;!G/'7)%#=!4'*!'!%#0;!'&2!
%#((!7%#6#+1%@!F!()+1%'((:!3%14!$7!9'0;*+'31!'+!+/1!G+@!
L'$(!M)8)0!M1&+1%!N&#4!+/1!HD01(!M1&+1%O=!+/1!P%7/1$6!
-/1'+1%!'&2!+/1!-'%31+!M1&+1%@!F?2!%$&!'(#&3*)21!
6:!2'2=!+%:)&3!+#!;117!$7!'*!/1!*+%#21!+/%#$3/!+/1!
/'((4':*=!&13#+)'+)&3!21'(*=!6';)&3!*$%1!+/1!9'&2*!
41%1!+';1&!0'%1!#5@!A1?2!1'+!9'0;*+'31!4)+/!+/1!9'&2*!
915#%1!+/1!*/#4!'&2!0(#*1!#$+!+/1!0#&01%+!'+!+/1!1&2!
#5 !+/1!&)3/+@!A1?%1!+'(;)&3!+/1!QR*=!*#!)+!4'*!S)0;!
+?),"/=&:><$@#">,$0!(?&)<$A!>6""!<$B),"-&$!">$
<)0/'1(!E'0;*#&=!'((!)&!+/1)%!/1:2':@!H81&!6:!TQ+/!
9)%+/2':!7'%+:!4'*!'+!+/1!L'$('!>92$(!0#&01%+@!F+!4'*!
'!%1'((:!'6'U)&3!1D71%)1&01!5#%!'!;)2=!1*710)'((:!#&1!
5%#6!<)&&1*#+'@

SCM  How did your dad get into the 
music business?   SH$$C7&"$%#$>!>$9!'$2D<$7&$
'&2!'!5%)1&2!*'4!'!9'&2!%1/1'%*)&3!)&!'!3'%'31@!<:!
2'2!4'(;12!$7!+#!+/1!9'&2!'&2!*')2=!VW#$!3$:*!4'&+!
+#!9##;!*#61!3)3*XY!-/1:!*')2=!V>((!%)3/+=!*$%1=Y!'&2!
/1!*')2=!V>((!%)3/+=!0##(@Y!F?6!*$%1!)+!4'*!7%#9'9(:!
6#%1!1(#Z$1&+!+/'&!+/'+=!9$+!+/'+?*!6:!0/)(2/##2!
%10#((10+)#&!#5 !/#4!)+!41&+!2#4&@!

lthough Samantha 
Harris will tell you 
that everybody in 
Hollywood works just 

as hard as she does, +/)*!:#$&3

SCM  It sounds so easy! SH!!<:!2'2!4'*!Z$)+1!+/1!
&"8)&?)&"&(),!:$5&::69*$E&$9!'$F(,-G<$7&$=/()&>$87,"/'$
#$+=!'&2!/1!6'21!+/16!/'771&@!B1!4'*!'!6#81%!
'&2!'!*/';1%!'&2!/1!4'*!'9*#($+1(:!+/1!()3/+!#5 !#$%!
4/#(1!5'6)(:?*!()51@!B)*C'&2!6:!6#6?*C0%1'+)8)+:!
'&2!+/1'+%)0'()+:!'%1!+%$(:!4/'+!)&*7)%12!61!+#!3#!)&+#!
+/)*!9$*)&1**@!G'2(:=!41!(#*+!6:!2'2!+#!0#(#&!0'&01%!
2H$#&!)'$!/6<$97&"$7&$9!'$6":#$IJ*$E&$9!'$K('8$!"$
'6'U)&3=!'6'U)&3!71%*#&!'&2!+%$(:!'!()51!5#%01@!

SCM  When did you know that you wanted to be 
in show business?  SH N('$3/*O!!>+!'31!T[=!F!'*;12!
%#$?!)&"8'$86$=">$%&$!"$!/&"8L$M7&"<$97&"$N$9!'$,"$
Q+/!3%'21=!F!41&+!#&!+/1!0#((131!8)*)+)&3!+#$%!4)+/!6:!
*)*+1%@!S)3/+!+/1&!'&2!+/1%1=!F!210)212!+/'+!F!4'&+12!+#!
6#81!+#!\@>@!'5+1%!0#((131@!F!;&14!+/'+!F!4'&+12!+#!91!
)&!+/)*!9$*)&1**=!9$+!F!2)2&?+!%1'((:!;&#4!)5 !F!4#$(2!1&2!
$7!'*!'&!'0+#%!#%!'*!'!*+'31!71%5#%61%@!>+!+/1!+)61=!
+/1%1!41%1&?+!+1(18)*)#&!/#*+*=!$&(1**!:#$!41%1!'!&14*!
'&0/#%!#%!#&!!"#$%#&'"($"#)*+"',-#.

SCM  Where did you go to college?  SH!F!41&+!
+#!I#%+/41*+1%&!]&)81%*)+:!)&!H8'&*+#&=!F((@!F!
3%'2$'+12!5%#6!+/1!"#$%&'()*6!*0/##(!4)+/!'!2#$9(1!
6'"#%!)&!"#$%&'()*6!'&2!+/1'+1%@!F+!4'*!)&0%12)9(:!
)&+1&*1!'&2!'!4#&21%5$(!+%')&)&3!3%#$&2@!F!/'2!
4#%(2J0('**!+1'0/1%*!4/#!7%17'%12!61!+#!4'(;!
2)%10+(:!)&+#!'!4#%;)&3!&14*%##6!'&2!/#(2!6:!#4&@!
F&!+/1!+/1'+1%!217'%+61&+=!+/1%1!41%1!4#&21%5$(!
0('**1*!)&0($2)&3!'0+)&3=!2'&01=!'&2!8#)01!'&2!
'%+)0$('+)#&@!H81%:+/)&3!+/'+!F!(1'%&12!*+)((!/1(7*!!
61!#&!'!2')(:!9'*)*@

SCM  What happened when you moved to L.A.?
SH$$N8$9!'$87&$=)'8$8,%&$87!8$N$7!>$86$?!#$%#$69"$)&"8<$
*#!F!/'2!'+!(1'*+!+4#!#%!+/%11!"#9*!'((!+/1!+)61!4/)(1!
F!4'*!'$2)+)#&)&3!5#%!-.!0#661%0)'(*!'&2!*/#4*@!
-/%#$3/!'!+167!'31&0:=!F!3#+!7('012!'+!'!6'"#%!
+'(1&+!6'&'3161&+!0#67'&:@!F!4#%;12!+/1%1!5#%!*)D!
:1'%*!'&2!2)2!181%:+/)&3!5%#6!91)&3!'!%1017+)#&)*+!+#!
4#%;)&3!)&!+/1!'00#$&+)&3!217'%+61&+@!>6#&3!'((!6:!
6'&:!"#9*=!F!2)2!;)2*?!9)%+/2':!+1'!7'%+)1*!'&2!F!4'*!
H%)0!F2(1?*!71%*#&'(!'**)*+'&+@

SCM  Was that as fun as it sounds?
SH!!>9*#($+1(:^!F!*+'%+12!#$+!9'9:*)++)&3!5#%!H%)0!'&2!
/)*!4)51=!'&2!+/1&!910'61!/)*!71%*#&'(!'**)*+'&+@!H%)0!
181&+$'((:!*+'%+12!0'*+)&3!61!)&!8'%)#$*!7%#"10+*!#5 !/)*=!
4/)0/!(12!+#!!%'/)012$)!342+'#5)6+"#7)87#-+"=!'![_J0)+:!
+#$%!)&!+/1!]@G@!'&2!M'&'2'=!*)&3)&3!'&2!2'&0)&3!
'(#&3*)21!/)6@!F!'(*#!*'&3!#&!+/1!G7'6'(#+!216#!MK!

A
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M
'&2!2)2!+/1!%1'2)&3!5#%!<);1!I)0/#(*=!4/#!181&+$'((:!
*)3&12!#&!+#!2)%10+!+/1!`%#'24':!6$*)0'(@

SCM  How did you get into hosting?
SH !!A/)(1!F!4'*!2#)&3!'((!+/1*1!"#9*!'&2!+%:)&3!+#!7$+!
+#31+/1%!4/'+!4'*!'!*'2!1D0$*1!5#%!'&!'0+#%?*!%11(=!F!
2)2!*#61!0#661%0)'(!4#%;=!)&0($2)&3!'!B#&2'!M)8)0!
0#661%0)'(!'&2!'!9)+!7'%+!#&!MGF@!<:!9)3!"#9!4'*!
7(':)&3!<'%:!>&&!)&!9:%;';'",)<'22',&"=5)052&"1=!'!M`G!
6'21J5#%J-.J6#8)1@!G(#4(:!9$+!*$%1(:=!'*!0'9(1!*/#4*!
&11212!71%*#&'()+)1*=!/#*+)&3!"#9*!*+'%+12!+#!7#7!$7@!
C,87$!-8,"/$!(>,8,6"'<$N$6":#$/68$-!::;!-G'$!;6(8$=.&$
71%01&+!#5 !+/1!+)61=!9$+!4)+/!/#*+)&3!'$2)+)#&*=!F!3#+!
0'((9'0;*!aR!71%01&+!#5 !+/1!+)61@!F!+/)&;!*#61+/)&3!
9)331%!+/'&!6:!#4&!)&+$)+)#&!4'*!*':)&3=!VG'6'&+/'=!
+/1!]&)81%*1!)*!+/%#4)&3!:#$!+#4'%2*!/#*+)&3@Y

SCM  How did you end 
up on Dancing with the 
Stars?  SH!!F!*+'%+12!#$+!9:!
-6.&),"/$87&$=)'8$'&!'6"$65 $
+/1!*/#4!'*!'&!1&+1%+')&61&+!
%17#%+1%@!F!*')2!+#!6:!'31&+!
'&2!+/1!*/#4?*!7$9()0)*+=!VF!
(#81!+/)*!*/#4@!F5 !+/1%1?*!181%!
'!*10#&2!*1'*#&=!F?2!(#81!+#!
91!0#&*)21%12@Y!F!"$*+!(#812!
+/1!2'&0)&3!'&2!4'&+12!+#!
3)81!)+!'!*/#+!6:*1(5@

SCM  Do you love to 
dance?!!SH  F!2#@!F!+##;!
*181%'(!:1'%*!#5 !2'&01!'&2!
F!4'*!#&!+/1!B#7;)&*!B)3/!
2'&01!+1'6@!F!+/#$3/+!F!
4'*!'!3##2!2'&01%!$&+)(!F!
4'(;12!)&+#!+/1!%##6!4)+/!

'((!#5 !+/1*1!7%#51**)#&'(!2'&01%*@!F!%1'()U12!+/'+!F?6!
&#+!'!3%1'+!2'&01%CF?6!"$*+!'!3##2!6#81%@!A/1&!
:#$!4'+0/!>&"/'",)?'#-)*-$)9#&%5=!:#$!2#&?+!Z$)+1!
%1'()U1!"$*+!/#4!/'%2!)+!)*!+#!2'&01!'*!41((!'*!#$%!
7%#!2'&01%*!2#@

SCM  So then what happened?  SH!!<'&:!
6#&+/*!('+1%=!6:!'31&+!0'((12!+#!+1((!61!+/'+!F!4'*!#&!
+/1!*/#%+!()*+!5#%!+/1!*10#&2!*1'*#&!#5 !>&"/'",)?'#-)*-$)
9#&%5@!A/1&!F!+#(2!/1%!+/'+!F!4#$(2&?+!/'81!+)61!5#%!+/1!
%1/1'%*'(*!)&!'22)+)#&!+#!6:!5$((J+)61!1&+1%+')&61&+!
&14*!"#9=!*/1!*')2=!VI#=!:#$?2!91!+/1!/#*+^Y!<:!"'4!
>)6??&>$!">$?)!-8,-!::#$7,8$87&$O66)*$N$9!'$K('8$6.&)$
+/1!6##&!910'$*1!F!&181%!+/#$3/+!+/'+!+/1!/#*+!
7#*)+)#&!4#$(2!91!'&!#7+)#&@!A11;*!41&+!9:=!'&2!
="!::#$N$/68$!$-!::$56)$!"$6"P-!%&)!$8&'8Q87!8$'!%&$
'5+1%&##&^!<:!*+:()*+!/1(712!61!7$((!+#31+/1%!'!3#4&=!
6:!/')%!'&2!6';1$7!+1'6!6'21!61!(##;!>&"/'",)?'#-)
*-$)9#&%5J4#%+/:=!F!2%#81!+#!+/1!*+$2)#=!2)2!+/1!+1*+!'&2!
+/1!%1*+!)*!/)*+#%:^

SCM  2009 has been a big year for you, and 
it’s only halfway over.  SH  F!;&#4^!F!*+)((!0'&?+!
91()181!)+@!A/1&!F!"#)&12!-/1!F&*)21%!)&!E'&$'%:=!F!4'*!
+/%)((12@!F!/'2!&#!)21'!+/'+!F!4#$(2!'(*#!91!#551%12!+/1!
*+'%%)&3!%#(1!#5 !S#D)1!)&)@-'/&,+C#&!`%#'24':@!
A/'+!'!2%1'6!0#61!+%$1^

SCM  How do you find time to be an 
entertainment correspondent, a TV co-host, 
a mom and now a Broadway star?!!SH!!\);1!'((!
4#%;)&3!4#61&=!:#$!"$*+!2#!)+!*#61/#4@!F!+/%)81!#&!
"$33()&3!'!5$((!*0/12$(1!'&2!F!"$*+!+%:!+#!*Z$11U1!181%:!
*10#&2!#$+!#5 !1'0/!2':@!F!/#&1*+(:!0#$(2&?+!2#!'&:!
#5 !+/)*!4)+/#$+!6:!/$*9'&2!<)0/'1(@!B1!)*!'!+%$(:!
4#&21%5$(!7'%+&1%!'&2!'!3%1'+!/'&2*J#&!2'2=!'&2!+/'+!
!::69'$%&$86$>6$97!8$N$>6$9,87$-6"=>&"-&*$1'$5!)$!'$
6:!4#%;!*0/12$(1=!+/1!&1D+!*1'*#&!#5 !>&"/'",)?'#-)
*-$)9#&%5)*+'%+*!)&!+/1!5'((=!'&2!F!0'&!*/##+!*-$)0"5'1$%!
5%#6!I14!W#%;=!*#!F!0'&!91!)&!@-'/&,+!)&!I14!W#%;!
5)6%$R(:#$4$87)6(/7$1(/('8$2D<$!">$,"$S)&&".,::&<$
G#$+/!M'%#()&'!5%#6!>$3$*+!TQ!+/%#$3/!>$3$*+![_@

SCM  Which is all quite extraordinary.
SH!!F!511(!1D+%161(:!($0;:!+#!/'81!7'%1&+*!+/'+!'(4':*!
1&0#$%'312!61!+#!5#((#4!6:!2%1'6*@!<:!6#6!)*!
91'6)&3!%)3/+!&#4@!F!;&#4!+/'+!6:!2'2!)*!4'+0/)&3!
61=!+##=!'&2!F!;&#4!+/'+!/1?*!7%#$2@!

“M        y dad was absolutely the    
         light of our whole family’s life.     
                      His—and my mom’s— 
                     creativity and theatricality  
                      are truly what inspired 
me to go into this business.”
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